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Project title: „Living and learning in cross-aged reference groups following the motto “Es ist normal, verschieden zu sein“ (It’s normal to be different)
Inclusive Education
Country : 

Germany

School name :

Peter-Petersen-Grundschule
Address :

Jonasstr. 15
City : 


12053 Berlin-Neukölln
E-mail :

p.-petersen-grundschule.cids@t-online.de

Phone :

0049 (0)30 63 22 50 68 21
Name of teacher in charge of the project :
Mr. 

Hartmut Draeger
Email : 
p.-petersen-grundschule.cids@t-online.de

Phone :
0049 (0)30 63 22 50 68 21
Fax : 

0049 (0)30 56 82 48 24
Subject(s) taught :
Who is the initiator of the project ? Where does the idea for the project come from?
At first, the Peter-Petersen-School was just named after the progressive pedagogue without the application of his pedagogic concept. However, situated in difficult surroundings (high unemployment figures, high disposition to violence) and with about 50% students with migration background, the school began to look for a better way to live and to learn together. Since then, teachers and parents have been  engaged in an active and cross-cultural cooperation following a specific educational concept. 

Main objective and description of the project:

“Es ist normal, verschieden zu sein – It’s normal to be different”

The elementary educational objective of the Peter-Petersen primary school is to support every pupil in the development of his or her own identity and to further cooperative activity on the basis of human rights. Everyone is recognized as a total personality. 

The goal is to work on a society in which differences between individuals and groups are dealt with in just, peaceful and constructive ways. For this, pupils, parents and teachers collaborate actively and bring their different cultural backgrounds, their specific knowledge and ability into the everyday life of the school. 

The lessons are structured by clear guidelines and recurring rituals and based on four central pillars: work, dialogue, play and celebration. 

The central idea of collaborative learning is learning in reference groups of mixed age. At least three age-groups work together in a core group (1-3; 4-6 grade). First graders learn the rules of collaborative learning in an experienced group. Every child experiences being small and big: nobody is always just the most or least competent student of a class. Children also have to deal with different ages and older students are role models for younger pupils. All children profit from the different grades of knowledge, the differing interests and cultural backgrounds in their core groups. Helping and accepting help from others is as natural as cooperativeness, mutual respect and tolerance and is actively encouraged. Children can skip or repeat classes without losing their reference group. Parents are actively included in school life. They organize celebrations and offer their knowledge and cultural background to the school.

With more than 50% students with migration background it is essential for the school to discuss the variety of cultural and religious backgrounds, as well as the different styles of teaching and to make them beneficial for the process of identity formation and group development. For this, dialogue as a basic form of learning is of the utmost significance for the school and adequate opportunities for talk and binding rules for discussion are implemented. Within regular group discussions in the core groups (several times a week) students discuss current topics, try to find solutions for social problems and learn about different cultures and religions. This dialogue also helps to correct and to improve the students’ language, which often comprises a mixture of the first and the foreign language.

Within regular project weeks and specific projects the school offers courses to explore different cultures (e.g. “A musical trip around the world”, “Günaydin – all about the Turkey”) and also connects daily school life with life in the neighbourhood (e.g. within the project “Sauberkeit im Kiez 2007” students and teachers cleaned up the neighbourhood and talked with the resident cleansing services and police force).

Celebrations are another important element of school life and encourage tolerance and acceptance between cultures. Pupils, teachers and parents learn and live the values and the significance of cultural customs. As the school says, mutual understanding and appreciation are more activated by common celebrations than by moral lectures about tolerance and integration. 

Date of implementation and/ or duration of the project: 

For several years now the school has been following the specific educational concept of the Jenaplan. 

Every year, specific projects are arranged additionally, e.g in 2007 the project “Sauberkeit im Kiez”

Concrete results of the project:

1. The cross-aged reference groups facilitate learning, support a social and tolerant attitude and form the students in the long term. 

2. Intercultural celebrations organized by the school involve the residents and contribute to a better understanding amongst the cultures.

3. The regular intercultural dialogue helps to break down preconceptions and fears in the school and also in the neighbourhood, which is stimulated and enriched by the school projects. 

4. In addition to daily school life, German language courses for students’ parents are offered as well as computer courses, Turkish first language lessons and Islamic religious education.

5. Motivated by the schoolwork, some parents have initiated an intercultural discussion group to discuss the various moral concepts in different religions and to exchange opinions concerning educational methods. 

Project participants (number and age of students, teachers, others):
342 students working in 12 core groups, 28 teachers, 3 educators, parents and students’ families, communal project groups.

Impact of the project:
· The school is well integrated in the quarter and brings together students, teachers, private and communal organisations’ activities to aid integration and better understanding amongst cultures.

· The school project has been presented in the publication: Migration als Herausforderung. Praxisbeispiele aus den UNESCO-Projektschulen, Bonn 2007

· The school has been awarded the “8. Berliner Präventionspreis – In Würde aufwachsen” 2007 (a violence prevention award)

Pedagogic interest of the project / Relevance of the content of the project :

· Pupils benefit from the core groups and learn mutual respect and the value of different ages, cultures and religions in a lively way.

· Student’s parents are integrated in school life and thus are involved in a constructive intercultural dialogue. 

· Respect, tolerance, mutual comprehension and constructive communication as the basis of a successful integration are taught and put into practice in daily school life, especially through reference groups of mixed age.
· Social problems are faced up to and solutions are jointly elaborated in a dialogue process, e.g. by different projects to aid violence prevention. 

Project’s creativity / Innovativeness of the teaching methods used:

· The school follows the specific educational concept of the Jenaplan. This comprises learning in cross-aged core groups, but also specific teaching methods. 

· Group and partner work, interdisciplinary projects and action-orientated learning are integrated in the reference groups.

· To improve the communication and dialogue amongst students but also amongst teachers and parents adequate opportunities for discussion are created. 

· School life is marked by periodical common rituals, which gives students a feeling of structure and safety.

· Periods of relaxation, activity and concentration alternate during the day, e.g. after the main recess all pupils have ten minutes of common recreation in complete silence, which increases the ability to concentrate. 


