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Project title : „Ilse“ – from a simple presentation in class to a major school-project
Human Rights Education
Country : 

Germany

School name :

Ostendorfer-Gymnasium

Address :

Dr.-Grundler-Str. 5
City : 


92318 Neumarkt
E-mail :

og@bene-online.de
Phone :

0049 (0) 9181 470 217

Name of teacher in charge of the project :
Mr. 

Ulrich Sellner
Email : 
og@bene-online.de
Phone :
0049 (0) 9181 470 220
Fax : 

0049 (0) 9181 470 339
Subject(s) taught :deputy headmaster, Latin and Catholic religious education
Who is the initiator of the project ? Where does the idea for the project come from?
The impetus for the project was Helmut Enzenberger, pastoral assistant and religion teacher and three pupils: Sabine Braun, Carolin Kistner, Verena Heinzmann.

The exhibition “Grenzenlos” (Boundary-less) has been arranged by the UNESCO-group directed by Ulrich Sellner.

The Musical “Der letzte Brief” (The Last Letter) was written, composed and arranged by the school musical-group under the direction of Franz Müller.
Main objective and description of the project:
“They have taken your dignity, your dreams and your life. We won’t allow you to be forgotten. Your names will live on.” (Pupils of the Ostendorfer Gymnasium, 2006).

These words, written and sung by the pupils of the Ostendorfer Gymnasium are significant for the project’s impact and intention.

The project “Ilse” initially began as a simple presentation in class: in the scope of religious education, Helmut Enzenberger, pastoral assistant and religion teacher, discussed the Church’s role in the Third Reich with a 9th grade class. For a presentation, three girls (Sabine Braun, Carolin Kistner, Verena Heinzmann) accepted the challenge to research the history of a forgotten Jewish girl. In the beginning they had nothing more than the name and the address. In detailed research they ascertained the sad story of Ilse Haas, who lived in Neumarkt and died at the age of 20 in the Stutthof concentration camp. They even tracked down the surviving family of Ilse in the USA. Enzenberger approached Ernest Haas, Ilse’s younger brother (the town had listed him as “missing”) who wrote down the family history for the pupils. The research culminated in an exhibition and a musical:

Based on the information found, the school UNESCO-group realised an exhibition about the persecution and deliberate extermination of the Jewish residents of Neumarkt. “Grenzenlos”, as the exhibition is called, has been shown since as a touring exhibition in other schools and cities. 

The history of Ilse and her family was also the inspiration for a musical, called “Der letzte Brief”, written and composed by pupils and teachers of the musical-group. The action, alternating between Ilse’s story and the present, also offers the possibility of showing the tensions bound up in commemorating the Holocaust, which is still an explosive topical subject. More than 5000 people have seen, and were moved by, the production – especially Walter and Ernest Haas, the two surviving brothers of Ilse. 

All these activities are all the more important and courageous as the responsibility to remember the past of Neumarkt has been long put off. The project “Ilse” has provided an opening and fostered reconciliation. As Walter Haas wrote in a letter:

“The Tunnel remained dark, with no opening in sight. Then suddenly and powerfully a bright and startling light appeared. The hope for a future that contained love and reconciliation became a crystallized reality.” (Walter Haas, 10.12.2006)

Date of implementation and/ or duration of the project: 
Musical and Exhibition: 2006

The project was closed for the public in July 2007.

Concrete results of the project:

1. “Grenzenlos”: Exhibition and power point presentation about the persecution and deliberate extermination of the Jews of Neumarkt. 

2. “The Last Letter”: Musical about a Jewish girl, text and music written by pupils and teachers of the school – available also as a CD and DVD-version.
3. The project “Ilse” invited not only the participant pupils but all residents and visitors to deal with the past of their own town. It has engaged them in a larger discussion. Though the town had shown little prior recognition of its Jews, great interest and response could be registered during and after the project.

4. The Ilse-Haas-Weg was named and presented in the presence of members of the Haas-family in July 2007.

5. The contact and dialogue with survivors of the concentration camps demonstrate the

beginning of a process of reconciliation and coping with the past.

Project participants (number and age of students, teachers, others):
About 100 pupils and teachers of the school 

Impact of the project:
· Large-scale response from regional and international Media (e.g. Article in the Jüdische Zeitung, San Francisco and Jüdische Tageszeitung New York, Article in the Forum 3-4/2006, telecast of the Bayerischer Rundfunk) 

· Awards: 

· Simon-Snopkowski-Preis der Gesellschaft zur Förderung jüdischer Kultur und Tradition (2006)

· Kulturförderpreis der Stadt Neumarkt (2006)

· Sonderpreis des Schülerwettbewerbs „klarer kopf – Argumentieren gegen rechte Parolen“ of the Friedrich-Naumann-Stiftung (2007)

· The project “Ilse” reached a large number of people - the exhibition was shown in different schools, the power point presentation is available via the Internet and about 5000 people have seen the musical, available also as CD or DVD-version

Quote on the project’s impact:
“This project was so challenging and motivating for me, I hope one can feel and hear it. I am so proud of all these people, each and every one of them, because they are all dedicated to it and they simply live the musical. This is the first musical I never want us to stop performing because I really feel committed to it.”

Name (s) of the quoted student (s):
Marcel Estermann (musical-participant: composer and vocalist)

Pedagogic interest of the project / Relevance of the content of the project :

· History and Human Rights are taught and experienced in a lively, absorbing and emotional way – there is a direct meeting between past and present.

· The project “Ilse” is both permeated with, and dedicated to, the spirit of understanding and reconciliation.

· The project illustrates the importance of remembering the Holocaust victims at present and in the future and of the personal commitment of everyone, as sung in the musical: “Anybody who is forgotten dies a second time.”

· A global comprehension of the importance of Human Rights is communicated to the students.

· Pupils are encouraged to live and to fight for Human Rights, also in their everyday life.

Project’s creativity / Innovativeness of the teaching methods used :
· „Ilse“ is an interdisciplinary project that connects different school subjects: Art, Music, English, Religion and History.

· Pupils have been familiarised with professional research techniques.

· The project gives young people the opportunity to see what teamwork, enthusiasm and commitment can achieve.

· The project is related to practice and experience-based learning methods enable students to put Human Rights values into practice.

· The project is action-orientated and pupils are stimulated to practise the application of methods learned in class.


