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Project title : “A field for the school”
Education for Sustainable Development

Country : 

Germany

School name : 
Josef-Guggenmos-Grundschule Irsee
Address :

Von-Bannwarth-Straße 6
City : 


Irsee
E-mail :

schule@irsee.de

Phone :

0049 (0)8341 82 88 5

Name of teacher in charge of the project :
Ms. Waltraud Schürmann
Email : schule@irsee.de

Phone : 0049 (0)8341 14 834
Subject(s) taught : headmistress
Who is the initiator of the project ? Where does the idea for the project come from?

The field was created on the occasion of the „Dorfkulturtage“ project in Irsee as a nature trail. After the end of the “Dorfkulturtage”, the field was presented to the school.
Main objective and description of the project:
The main goal of this project is to live and teach sustainability, nature conservation and world concerns in a fascinating and suitable way for children .

For several years now, the students of the basic primary school have been working a large 3000sq metre field according to the rules of organic farming and learning how to sow, cultivate and reap during practical lessons. 

Besides potatoes, maize, sunflowers, sugar beet and herbs, visitors can also find almost forgotten types of grain, such as wild einkorn and emmer. Machine work is done by the children’s parents and the seed is financed by the community and the Bund Naturschutz. The field is well-integrated in community life as a nature trail. The harvest is brought in together and pupils bake bread or cook meals in their classes. 

Pupils, parents and teachers have also established a company named “Fenster zur Welt” (Window on the World) to sell products from the field and Fair Trade products at the weekly farmers’ market. 

During the year teaching runs parallel to, and closely connected with, the field work. This parallelisation, based on long-term principles, enables the pupils to combine practical work with extensive theoretical topics. That way a better understanding of world concerns is developed and an understanding of the importance of sustainability and Fair Trade is established. 

The end of each year, which is always dedicated to a particular theme, is celebrated with a meal, an exhibition or a publication. In wintertime, when the field rests, pupils work on different projects corresponding to the motto of the year. 

In 2007 the overall theme was “Africa”. In working groups pupils discussed the living conditions in different vegetation zones – desert, savannah, virgin forest and the question of what grows in Africa and not in Europe and vice versa. Plants such as millet, sweet potatoes and sweetcorn linked the foreign continent with the own familiar field work. In the workshop “Savannah” pupils cooked millet gruel from homegrown millet. Another important topic was water and all its associated problems. All these subjects are treated in a play, written by 4th grade pupils and performed by pupils from the whole school. The theme “Africa” therefore is connected with the pupils’ work on the school-field, fair trade in their own company as well as with the assistance everyone can provide. 

In the school-field project children learn in a lively way about food production and processing, nature conservation, sustainability and the living conditions in other countries. 
Date of implementation and/ or duration of the project:

The field has been cultivated by pupils for several years and is accompanied by special projects on the motto of the year, such as “Africa” in 2007.

Concrete results of the project:

1. Exhibition, play and publication concerning the motto of the year. 

2. Through the company “Fenster zur Welt” the project receives greater public attention and funding of upcoming projects can be improved.
3. Cooperation between children, parents, teachers and the community for the goal of practised sustainability.

Project participants (number and age of students, teachers, others):

The complete school (66 pupils, 6 teachers), children’s parents, brothers and sisters, the community and the Bund Naturschutz

Impact of the project: 
· Young students learn to take much pleasure in living in a sustainable way.

· Students develop a better understanding of global interdependency and are encouraged to practice sustainable development in their everyday life.

· Media: amongst others, articles in Allgäu, Zeitschrift für Heimatpflege 2/2007 and in Forum 3-4/2005.

· The project is integrated in the daily life of pupils, parents, teachers and residents, who all participate in an active or passive way. 

· The project has won several regional and national awards ( e.g. Zötler-Umweltpreis 2006)

· The project has been named official project of the UN Decade for Education for Sustainable Development

Pedagogic interest of the project / Relevance of the content of the project :

· All three pillars of sustainability,  economic, ecological and social are considered, integrated and taught in this project.

· In the field work, pupils learn in a practical way to see the effects of their own actions.

· The preoccupation with the respective theme of the year turns pupils’ attention to different countries and different living conditions.

· The students develop an understanding of global interdependency and the importance of Fair Trade and sustainable development. They also gain the feeling of  belonging to one world.

· Values of sustainable development are applied in every project offered to the students. 

· Complex themes, such as food provision, hunger, nature and animal conservation and child labour, are treated in a way that is fascinating and suitable for children.

Project’s creativity / Innovativeness of the teaching methods used :

· Project classes and project-oriented working.

· The field is an interdisciplinary project connecting, amongst other school subjects, Biology, Geography, First language, History and Ecology but also Art and Music.

· Experience-based learning methods that allow students to learn by doing and to put sustainable development values into practice.

· The project is action-oriented.

· Pupils of all ages are included and fostered according to their age capacity.


